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Beijing one can detect a growing confidence in a more

assertive argument about the achievements and merits of
the Chinese Communist Party.

So what, then, of the argument concerning 1989 and
19787 Perhaps we should, indeed, see 1989 as the e-
pochal book end of the 20th century, the event that
brought it all to a close. And—with a little historical li-
cence—we should regard 1978 more properly as marking
the beginning of the 21st century, the event that ushered
in a new epoch, though barely anyone could possibly
have realised it at the time. It is worth remembering, too,
that 1989 was first and foremost a European event, prob-
ably the last great global event that was also European.
Of course, 1978 was a purely Chinese moment, albeit
with huge global ramifications. What could be a more elo-
quent summary of their respective places in history? B
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